Delegation of The Arab Republic of Egypt

Position paper — Security Committee

The topics that will be addressed by the Security Committee are as follows: risk assessment of civil aircraft operations
over or near conflict zones, and the evolution of threats to international civil aviation and the adequacy of the
regulatory framework for the future. Due to the discontinuation of the Conflict Zone Information Repository and the
increase in conflicts worldwide over the last few years, a new standardized platform is needed to inform States about
the status of conflicts. Additionally, there has been an evolution of threats during the last decade that we must address
during the 42™ ICAO Assembly, such as cybersecurity-related threats. As a proud member of ICAO, the Arab Republic
of Egypt must and will engage in further negotiations to find common ground with other Member States to increase
the security level for aircraft over or near conflict zones and to strengthen the regulatory framework so that it can
respond to evolving and modern threats to civil aviation.

1. Risk assessment of civil aircraft operations over or near conflict zones

ICAO’s initiatives over the past decades to enhance civil aviation security have allowed the creation of an international
structure. The creation of the Task Force on Risks to Civil Aviation arising from Conflict Zones has helped ICAO
determine twelve security-related objectives and create the Conflict Zone Information Repository (CZIR). While the
CZIR has been useful in sharing security-related information, the abandonment of the CZIR, which has been replaced
by the use of Notices to Airmen (NOTAMs), Aeronautical Information Circulars (AIC), and Aeronautical Information
Supplements (AIP), has resulted in the decentralization of security intelligence.

The Arab Republic of Egypt has been proud to be part of all these initiatives and participating in the implementation
of security goals in collaboration with other ICAO’s Member States. We not only wish to ensure security in civil
aviation for local communities, but also for people all around the world. In 2017, the Arab Republic of Egypt hosted
one of the most important Ministerial Conferences on Aviation Security to decide on a new regional plan in accordance
with the Global Aviation Security Plan (GASeP) in Africa and the Middle East. During this conference in Sharm El
Sheikh, participating States agreed that enhancing risk awareness and assessment was of their key priorities. It must
be noted that, being aware of the importance of the GASeP, even though the CZIR is not in operation anymore, regional
collaboration in Africa and the Middle East has increased since then in terms of security. We engaged ourselves to
perform national and regional risk assessments to determine threat levels with Aviation Security (AVSEC) groups and
Facilitation (FAL) groups. However, information sharing on conflict zones is yet to be sufficient.

In 2022, ICAO’s audit demonstrated that the Arab Republic of Egypt was applying the highest security norms in every
domain of civil aviation. Also, during the Security Week 2024, the Arab Republic of Egypt stated that security
standards need to be stricter, but to accomplish this goal, there is a need for full international cooperation and the
respect of international instruments to ensure its achievement. Maintaining the highest security norms is not only
Egypt’s goal — it is ICAO’s goal.

Acknowledging the importance of information sharing regarding risks over or near conflict zones and of a standardized
information sharing system, the Arab Republic of Egypt wishes to collaborate with ICAO’s Member States to put such
structure in place. This new standardized information sharing system should, nonetheless, be more acclimated to
international reality and military tensions. Whereas the Member States have the legitimate right to maintain military
presence within the limits of their own country, this presence must not interfere with civil aviation security. This new
sharing system must be established in accordance with Doc 10084 and, if deemed necessary, its modifications.
Therefore, during this 42" Assembly, the Arab Republic of Egypt suggests ICAO’s Member States not only to decide
on a new standardized information sharing system but also to reach an agreement on a new definition of conflict zones
allowing the classification of highly protected militarized zone as a conflict zone due to high risks for civil aircraft.
However, this new definition must not compromise national intelligence.



2. Evolving threats to International Civil Aviation — is the existing regulatory framework fit for the future ?

The evolving threats to International Civil Aviation are a preoccupation for the Arab Republic of Egypt. Considering
the dispositions of the Tokyo Convention, the Hague Convention and the Montreal Conventions, ICAO’s Member
States have made significant progress in prioritizing security in civil aviation. The Arab Republic of Egypt is proud to
be part of these works. Security-related instruments adopted in recent decades have allowed civil aviation to establish
the best framework possible to respond adequately to threats to civil aviation while taking measures to avoid and
minimize the threat risks. The structure implemented allows for a real development of the Aviation Security Global
Risk Context Statement (RCS) with experts collaborating with Member States. During the Second High-Level
Conference on Aviation Security (HLCAS), many recommendations were made as developing and strengthening
Standards and Recommended Practices in Annex 17, continuing the development of risk assessments and establishing
a Cybersecurity Panel. The Arab Republic of Egypt was honored to be part of the establishment of the Cybersecurity
Panel in 2022. The HLCAS also addressed the need for a better framework for new and evolving threats such as
Chemical, Biological and Radiological (CBR) agents and remotely piloted aircraft systems.

Considering the recommendations addressed during the HLCAS and the progress made since then, the Arab Republic
of Egypt suggests ICAO’s Member States review the existing regulatory framework as suggested but highlights the
recommendation made during the Conference to ensure training in aviation security and to develop new training to
address emerging threats to aviation security. It also highlights the need for multilateral collaboration between Member
States for better intelligence sharing. ICAO’s Member States need to recognize intelligence sharing as a priority not
only for developing countries but also for developed countries, so Member States can work together with the best
resources possible to enhance security.

Therefore, the Arab Republic of Egypt will not propose any new instrument that could interfere with the objectives of
ratified instruments but will propose the review of the Annex 17 and the GASeP to give the Member States a strong
frame on which they can rely. Member States need to be able to develop their national security framework with all the
resources possible — this framework is only feasible with ICAO’s Member States collaboration and intelligence
sharing.



